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BELOVED COMMUNITY - LENT 1S COMING!
Get out your Purple clothes and prepare your hearts for an onslaught of
invitations to “rePent, fast, pray, and prepare for the coming of Easter.” Tl’lough
the first half of the month is going to be sPent in reflection on renewal, we are
goingto SPenc{ the second half of the month in a season of self-evaluation!

As | was Preparing for Lent, | was reminded of how l'leavg it can be. We
sPencl the first clag of Lent ’c!’winking about all People being “ashes to ashes, dust
to dust” and, while we celebrate God's love, we are stuck with the Feeling of being
as insigniﬁcant as dust, waiting for God to do something wonderful with us. With
ashes on our Foreheac{s, we welcome Lent Preparecl to reflect on all that is wrong
in the world and how we can be reconciled back to God as i we were the clisciples
Fo”owing at Christ’s back learning once again. While 1 do think we should alwags
be this intentional in our learnings and living, this season can alsojust be an
oPPortunitg to lean into the simPle extravagance of God’s love in our daily lives
and in evergthing around us. I think of this as we begin our season with the sim[:)le
extravagant love we observe of on Ash Wednesdag.

I'say this because, a while back, I was speaking to a friend about the words
“you make beautiful ’cl’lings out of the dust” from the song, Beautiful Things bg
Gungor. We had just finished singing the songatan Ash Weclnesclag service and
my friend were Jl!straugl'lt bg the language. My friend sPent most of their life
stuclging ecosystems and they were te”ing me of their love for looking at dust
under a microscoPe. Theg were uPset about the song and the whole idea that we
have to wait for beautiful things because theg were taught that dust—-the
Fragments we often see as useless and clir’cg——was beautiful. Theg saw how dust
carried with it more intricate beautg that could not be seen to the naked eye.
Tl’1e9 said to me, I just don’t understand why we sing or say things about malcing
dust beautiful as H‘J itisn’t alreacly.” As | listened to them sPeak I was left
astounded by the way my friend shifted my PersPective of God’s love in such a
simp]e way. It was as if God was te”ing me to “look closer, that is what | want you
to do this season.”

My friends words continue to stick with me today as | write this message for
the month of l‘ebruarg because | am reminded that we are no’cjust invited to
“re[:)ent, fast, pray, and prepare for the coming of Easter,” we are invited to shift
our Perspective and look a little closer. We are invited to look a little closer to see
the beautg and love within the tl‘n’ngs that we may disregarcl or Paint as
insigniﬁcant.

We are invited to see God’s love and live that into existence simplg bg
leaninga little closer into our relationship with God and the wonders of what God
created for us to exPerience. with this, | ]’IOPC we can lean into the dags ahead of
us with curiosity and wonder. May this Lenten season be Painted with
story sl’laring, PersPective shiFting, sPiritual Practice Forming,
questions, answers, and a whole lotta of looking closer at the simple,

extravagant love of Godjust waiting to be seen.

Blessings,
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LENT 2024: between a rock _
and a hard place WPy

For our season of |_ent, Pastor

Amanda is guiding us through a & 3
worshiP series and study on , . . 2
passages of scrip’cure highlighting WORSHI? S"“HE‘-’.‘DULE m
some of the hardest Christian
conccpts for us to talk about. Every
Sunclag c]uring Lent, she is inviting 5criPture: | Corinthians 9:16-2%

February 4

us to look clecper at passages of Sermon: C.A.R.E.
scripturc and what theg teach us
about things like sin,Juclgement, and F:ebruo\r:; 11

other asPec’cs of our faith formation

5criPture: Mark 9:2-9

making us feel like we are caught

between a rock and a hard Place. Sermon Title: “A Coml:)lete Change of Form”

Along with the worship series, LENT THEME: between a rock and a hard
Pastor Amanda is hos’cing a Bible

ptace
Stuclg to dive a little deeper into the

scriptures. Cornejoin Pastor

Amanda on: Feb 14 ASH WEDNESDAY

Fridays (starting Feb. 1¥th)
Al lo:000m
At Carlitos Coffee House
(Llocation subject to change)

Scripture: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

Sermon: Simple, Extravagant Love

This service will be hosted by Prescott Va”eg United

‘POEFD"’”L Bible Smdv Methodist Church at ‘1~Pm
Sam
With Rev. G:am:n Simomns, Pastor Feb 25
Emeritus
Join Pastor Gary on Sunclag ScriPturc: Matthew 7:1-6

mormlngs Foré Stuag bult UEOH o Sermon: The SPeck and the Plank
questxonsl brmggour c]uestlons
about scriPture, historg, theo!ogzj,
tradition, and angthing related to March 3rd

our religious formation. There mig}'lt

not always be clear answers but SCFiPtUFC: Mark 10:17-31

there is alwags GREAT discussion! Sermon: The Rich Man and Jesus
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This [:;agc is added to celebrate stories, reﬂcc’tio\ns, and other
little ’cl’uings share on behalf of our church Fami]y! This montl’l,

we have a spccial blcssing shared with us through Pastor

Amanda to prepare our hearts for Ash Wednesdag:

Blessing the Dust, A Blessing for Ash
Wednesday, by Jan Richardson

All those c[ags
you felt like dust,
like dirt,
as if all you had to do
was turn your face
toward the wind
and be scattered
to the four corners
or sweP’c away
bg the smallest breath
as insubstantial—
Did you not know
what the Holg One
can do with dust?
This is the dag
we Freclg say
we are scorched.
This is the hour
we are marked
by what has made it
through the burning.
This is the moment
we ask for the blessing
that lives within
the ancient ashes,
that makes its home
inside the soil of
this sacred earth.
Solet us be marked
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A Message from our little friend

PRESCOTT VALLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH’S MOUSE

well, ‘hi’ friends!

Just lettinggou know that I've found a rea”g nice
retirement Placc...as you can see, my days are filled with
rest and relaxation. So, since I’'m so far away from all of
you and my sPecial corner in your Sanctuary, my visits

to see a” O]C HOU Wl” }DC FCW and Far }DCtWCCﬂ.

of course, | will still ‘log on’ to the new website so | can
kecp up with all that you are doing....and, if there’s a
Potluck, I will try to make a cluicl< visit to Picl@up the
crumbs! You have the BEST Potlucksl

I have advised all of my relatives that have visited me in
your church, S0 thcg may stoP inonce in awhile, too.

Thank you a”, for the wonderful memories,

Your ‘ittle mouse in the corner’.

MISSI®NS
EVENTS

OUR FEBRUARY MISSION OF THE MONTH IS:

PV ACTIY

Zona Seniors"Association

‘a‘AA. -

CASAs mission: To Provicle OPPortunitics & resources
with focus for active seniors in the greater Prescott
Va”eg area through the Promotion of s|<i”s, continuing
grow’ch in education, Phgsical & mental Health, and the
artici[:)ation in communitg services and social activities.
he enhancement of indepcndcnt livingwith an cmphasis
on fixed or low income Participants is suppor’ced through
the Provision of surplus food distribution, dailg
nourishing meals for in-house diners, and outreach to
homebound seniors through our “HaPPH" Meals-on-

Wheels F’rogram.
3
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CARE & NURTURE

Carin Stiktchers Qubreach:

As we have seen many knitted, crocheted and sewn items Piaceci on the Altar rail
to be blessed duringa WOrSi’liP Service...s0, too, the questions being asked are: Where are these items
used? Who receives them? Which care facilities do we contact? Our team would like to be transparent
about the distribution, and listed here are Peopie and Piaces that have been blessed bg receiving
handmade giicts from us:

Good Samaritan Care Home, The l_andings, Susan J. Rheem Adult Day Care, Arizona Oncoiogg,
YavaPai Food Bank cioti'iing cioset, Haven UMC - Jerome, Prescott UMC — Granite Creek ‘guests’,
HosPicc ComPassus) StePPing Stones — Women & Children Shelter items distributed: Walker bags that
tie onto waii«:rs, iaP biani«:’cs, Hats and scarves, bags used to hold necessities for homeless mothers &
ci‘iiidren, sieePing mats for Granite Creek ‘guests’, bags to cover urinarg collection i)ags, prayer shawls
and ai:gi'ians to church memi)ers/icriends at difficult times. Piease, iicyou know of other care facilities or
persons that are in need of the type of items that we create.. j’ust let us know. The team is aiwags

iooking for sPeciai Projects that will imProve or enhance someone’s life.

Our next Project is making ‘ﬁdget blankets’ for Persons/Patients with anxietg, memory Probiems or

;

Alzheimer's &iagnoses —as requested 135 Hospice Compassus.

We meet every other Ti"iursciay at10:30 a.m. in Room 6 (i:C”OWSi'"IiP Hall) and invite
anyone interested in i"lCiPiﬂg with any of our Prcjccts...we aireadg have Pientg of yarn, some usable
fabrics and lots of Piastic ioags that need to be cut to use for the sieeping mats. There are knitting and

crochet neeciies, a sewing machine and an iron readg to use! Our iaiessing comes is seeing the

aPPreciation ‘smiles’ when we give these giicts. Contact: Jeannie Ward c}iward‘i"r@ql.com 928-287-1848
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OPPORTUNITIES

Wajs You Cawn ‘Par&i»:ipa&e il Black History Mownkh

No matber your heritage, culture, or racial
background, Black history is EVERYONE's story,
Here are some ways you, your family, and your
cohgregation can celebrate and par&icipo&e in

Black History Month (this info. is shared with us

through the DSC CORR)

-Patronize a local or online Black-owned business;
-Attend church, Bible studg, or worship ata historica”y
Black church and exPerience the Gospel from another
vantage Point;

-Sing hgmns or songs cluring worship bg a composer
from the African cliaspora.

-Include the history of the song or hgmn in the church
bulletin or on your website;

-Attend or co-host a Black ]’n’storg or Black culture
event in your communitg) in Par’mership with a Black
congregation;

“Take a church Familg field ’criP to a Black history site or
museum in your area;

-Learn more about “Black Harry” Hosier (c. 1750-1806),

an African-American Methodist Preacher and evangelist;

-Research other Black United Methodist leaders from
our church’s heri’cage;

—Fearlcsslg learn more about how racism has and still
affects Black People around the world and start
comcronting racism;

-Donate to a Black nonProﬁt or emPowerment
organization in your community;

~Watch a film }39 and about the heri’cage and lives of
Black PCOPlC. Titles to consider: “Antwone Fisher)”
“Malcolm X,” “If Beale Street Could Talk,” “Hidden
Figures,” “The Hate U Give,” and “One Night in Miami.”;

~Watch and discuss documentaries about the Civil Rights

movement and other series on the cha“enges and
triumphs of Black People. Suggestions: « Eges ontHe

Prize,” and Henry Louis Gates’ recent series,

Issue 2-2024

“The Black Church: This Is Our Story. This Is Our
Song.”;

-Visit a landmark about the lives of local Black heroes
in your area;

-Read a con’cemPorarg book }35 aBlack author; -Read
a story Featuringa Black hero to your children,
grandchildren, or to a local school class;

—Seek out and talk with a Black elder (75 or older)
about their exl:)erience in your communitg; Studg one
of the 54 nations on the continent of Africa, incIucling
the Ianguage, culture, current events;

-Donate to one of the 12 United Methodist-related
Hstorica“y Black co”egcs and universities in the
United States and Zimbabwe;

-Learn about an unsung hero of Black historg; Attend
shows Featuring local Black artists, actors, Poets, local
musicians, or dancers;

—Explorc the breadth of Black music, Fromjazz to. hiP—
I’xop, and gospel to southern African folk songs;

-Call out racism and Prejudice aimed at Black People
and other F’eople of Colorin your church and
communitg;

-Learn about “colorism” and how it Plags outin our
societg; Learn more about the Black UMC caucus,
Black Methodists for Church Renewa[;

-Subscribe to and learn from Black media and the
Black press;

~-Engage in Positive) suPPor’cive conversations about
Black lﬂistorg and culture on social media; Learn the
lyrics to “Lift Fv'ry Voice and Sing”;

-Read Dr. King’s “Letter froma Birmingham Jail.” The

letter can be found here: | etter from Birmingham Jail

(csuchico.edu);

For more suggestions, visit https: // clscumc.org/ blog/
ZOZ+/O]/Z§/ZQ~wau5-uou—can-Participate~in—blacl<-
history-month/



http://bmcrumc.org/
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poems/46549/lift-every-voice-and-sing
https://www.csuchico.edu/iege/_assets/documents/susi-letter-from-birmingham-jail.pdf
https://www.csuchico.edu/iege/_assets/documents/susi-letter-from-birmingham-jail.pdf
https://dscumc.org/blog/2024/01/23/29-ways-you-can-participate-in-black-history-month/
https://dscumc.org/blog/2024/01/23/29-ways-you-can-participate-in-black-history-month/
https://dscumc.org/blog/2024/01/23/29-ways-you-can-participate-in-black-history-month/
https://dscumc.org/blog/2024/01/23/29-ways-you-can-participate-in-black-history-month/
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LAY AND CLERGY MINISTRY

PRESENTED BY THE
CLERGY & LAY LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT TEAM

THEY SAID WHAT? TUNING IN TO

SEE AND HEAR THE MESSAGE
BEHIND THE MESSAGE.

FEATURING: RAYMOND SPOONER

K

Lay and clcrgy ministry is very difficult. 1tis a ca“ing for People to set aside
their time and devote themselves to the work. For the most Part, we feel called
to help. But, sometimes, we get in the way of our own helping because our
mouths are bigger than our ears. We can become so wraPPed up n trging to
solve things for others before we know for sure what it is the other needs
solving. We come up with solutions after hearinga word or two and take those
words as our cue to what needs to be said. We are cued to respond often
when no response is better than some response. We all live in a ‘Private
universe’ created in our minds over the years and decades. These ways of
viewing the world have often been created from the smallest of experiences,
readings, observations, and {:amilg traditions.

Join others on Februarg 12,2024, 7:00 PM. — 8:30 PM. Arizona Time
(6:00-7:30 PM Nevada Time) via Zoom in a workshop setting to gain some
insight into how we may best use our ears not onlg in ministries but also in our

evergdag lives. This Leaclership Talk features Ragmoncl SPooner.

REGISTER AT: https: // dscumc.org/ event/ leaclershiP~taH<s~with~ragmond~

sPooner/
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CONNECTIONS

.~ = A\
RICT ADERSHIPmEREN

‘ c S A
This year’s toPic is Conflict Management & Rebuilding Trust. The workslﬁop will explorc the five
conflict management stgles, take an informal conflict management stgle assessment, and explore
ways to manage conflict. Then attendees explorc the role of trust, crcdibilitg, and power in
organizational culture, and consider what individuals and organizations can do when trust breaks

dOWﬂ.

The East & West Districts Leaclcrship Conference occurs on Sa’curday, F‘cbruary 3, 2024 — 8:50
a.m. —12:50 p.m. at Cross in the Desert UMC in Phoenix, AZ. SPeal(er: Rev. APri[ Casl:)erson,
Director of Enrollment Management Methodist Theological School in Ohio

February 3 @ 8:30 am - 12:30 pm MST _ $50.00. To regjster: ht’clps://

dscu mc.org/ event/ east~west~districts~lea<ﬂershiP~con{:erence~ZOZ"r/

During this past church/chargc
conferences, the District
Superintendents shared the news about
a new camPaign cxtending the 2025
Annual Conference #WeAre theme. The
il new CamPaign is #WeAreLOVE, anditis
' uicling the work and interactions
'V Ry Eetween the District SuPcrintenclents
THE CABINET OF THE DESERT SOUTHWEST CONFRENGE 31l Bishop with our churches and each
other. The camPai n's focus is LOVE.
Here are the detaié about what the
camPaign stands for.
#WeAre called to LOVE, Ieacling in LOVE, and growingin LOVE!
. L =Listen to stories, be
. O-= OPen to change,
. V=Value diversitg, and
E= Emboclg belongin in our life and work of ministrg
The gui&ing scriP’curcs for this campaign are Proverbs 3.3-4 and Romans 12:10.

CALLED TO
LEADING IN
GROWING IN

LISTEN TO ONE'S STORIES. _ OPEN TO CHANGE

You’ll notice the new theme in our social media gra hics) district newsletters, and messaging from now to
Annual Conference 2024 Consider how this camPaigrl rnight guicle the minis’crg that you are involved in.
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WINGS Y- We have WINGS! Our

newslctter has a new name! We

Invite Neighbors to God’s v
WINGs for information to soar as a
congregation and community to
lift all up through connections,
rclationships and programs giving
air and breath to all we do
showing God’s love and heart
throughout.

New Newslebter Publisher - Hialll 'm

Cheri Hull here to introduce mgsehC as your
new newsletter Pubhsher! I have a
backgrouncl in internal communications,

worked with many organizations, including

nonproﬁts like churches and trade
associations, in many caPacities, and

newsletters is one of my Passions.

Office Hours:
DSC Communication Commission. | have ¢ Tuesday - Thursday 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Currentlg, I am the Chairperson of the

been the Publisher of other newsletters ) ) )
Sunday Online Service Information

for other small churches and think it is fun . To join our worship online, you are

to create a Publication Forgou to bring all ¥ invited to visit our YouTube Channel,

the good news and happenings of your } Prescott Valley UMC. We stream live at
church! You'll see my hubby and 1at 10:10a.m.

church on occasion as we attend both If you have any questions, please contact
PVUMC and PUMC. I look forward to Pastor Amanda directly at R

prescottvalleyumcpastor@gmail.com

meeting each of you and let’s give PVYUMC

WINGs to soar in all we do as a communitg
of God’s love!
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